Shot Swans star hailed as a hero 

A GRIFFITH Swans star is in a critical condition after being shot in the stomach during an act of heroism in a Melbourne suburb on Thursday.
Tim Birks, 25, was in Melbourne for the Boxing Day cricket Test but his holiday went horribly wrong when he confronted a man allegedly trying to break into a car in St Kilda.
Police allege Mr Birks and his friend Andrew Hyde, from Wagga, approached the man and argued with him when the man fired a shot into the air at 2.30am causing Mr Birks’ ear to bleed.
It is believed the pair then chased the man down the street where Mr Birks was shot in the stomach at close range and his friend suffered a minor injury to his leg.
Mr Birks is currently in a critical but stable condition in Alfred Hospital and Griffith residents are wishing him the best of luck.
The hospital yesterday said Mr Birks’ condition was improving and he is expected to make a full recovery.
Fellow Swans player and mate Matt McDonald was shocked at the news and hopes his friend has a quick recovery.
“It is pretty brave what he has done,” Mr McDonald said.
“I wish him all the best, he is the nicest bloke, he doesn't have a bad bone in his body.
“He has made a lot of friends here over the last year and I am sure they would all be wishing him the best.
“We are all just waiting for more news now and hoping he comes through all of this all right.” Mr Birks’ parents were in Melbourne at his bedside and were unable to make comment.
Swans Football Club president George Duncan said the entire club was rallying behind Mr Birks, who played on the half-forward flank.
“It (the shooting) makes me sick in the stomach, although we have heard he will be okay,” Mr Duncan said.
He said he was not surprised at the brave actions of Mr Birks.
“He’s a genuine bloke,” Mr Duncan said.
“He’s never a guy to go looking for trouble.
He’s a quiet, normal bloke.” Mr Duncan said news of the shooting had spread to team members holidaying across the country and they were all ringing in their best wishes.
Mr Birks works at Flavourtech in Griffith, a company that designs food and beverage processing systems.
The alleged gunman, Brian David McAllister, 26, appeared in Melbourne Magistrate’s Court on Friday charged with one count of attempted murder, intentionally causing serious injury and intentionally causing injury.
He also faces three counts of reckless conduct endangering life as well as firearms and drugs charges.
Police said they believed he was under the influence of drugs.
Article located and added below (from 4th January Griffith Area News)

Shooting victim on mend 

A GRIFFITH Swans player who was shot in the stomach when trying to catch a thief on a Melbourne street last week has spoken of his ordeal for the first time.
Speaking from his hospital bed, Tim Birks, 25, said he clearly remembers chasing the man and recalls the horrifying moment the crazed gunman fired a bullet at him from point blank range.
“I remember the whole thing,” Mr Birks said.
“But I haven’t really sat down and gone over it in my head … it’s too hard right now.
“I’m just trying to recover.”
He said he was feeling “very tired and slow” and hadn't been able to eat since the shooting but thanked everyone in Griffith for their support.
“Thank you so much to everyone who has rung or sent cards,” he said.
“It’s very hard to think about what happened but it makes it easier to think about it with the support of everyone.”
Mr Birks underwent an operation on Monday to remove the bullet, which missed his spine by just three inches but pierced his intestine and spleen.
“They managed to remove the bullet without having to do too much, which was good,” he said.
Mr Birks and a friend were in Melbourne for the Boxing Day cricket Test when they saw a man allegedly trying to break into a car at St Kilda.
According to police, Mr Birks and his friend approached the man and argued with him when the man fired a shot in the air.
Police say the pair then chased the alleged gunman down the street where Mr Birks was shot in the stomach at close range.
The alleged offender, Brian David McAllister, 26, has been charged with a string of offences including attempted murder and is awaiting trial.
Mr Birks’ good friend and Swans teammate Damien Scott said he was amazed at his rate of recovery.
“I spoke to him on Monday night and he sounded really good,” Mr Scott said.
“He’s obviously pretty freaked out about what happened and he just wants time to recover and reflect on what happened.
“He’s still coming to terms with the shock of it I think.
“The support of the whole sporting community has been great and he’s coming along very well.”
Mr Birks is expected to be out of hospital in about two weeks.

